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SCDE CURRENT FLEET & EXPECTATIONS

Number of current Propane in operation 218

Number of units on order 235

Possible future orders TBD

Number of current infrastructures/districts 7 (Aiken, Berkeley, Dorchester, Greenville, Horry, Richland 1, York 4)

Number of future infrastructures/districts 3 additional. (Beaufort, Lexington 1, Richland 2)







WHY PROPANE?

 U.S. Energy Independence

 Duty Cycle Simplicity

 Financial

 Environmental



PROPANE AUTOGAS IS THE LEADING ALTERNATIVE FUEL IN THE UNITED STATES AND THE 
THIRD MOST COMMONLY USED VEHICLE FUEL ACROSS THE GLOBE, FOLLOWING 
GASOLINE AND DIESEL.

MORE THAN 90 PERCENT OF THE UNITED STATES PROPANE AUTOGAS SUPPLY IS 
PRODUCED DOMESTICALLY, WITH AN ADDITIONAL 7 PERCENT FROM CANADA.

ALMOST 75 PERCENT OF PROPANE USED IN THE U.S. COMES FROM NATURAL GAS 
REFINING, AND THE REMAINING COMES FROM PETROLEUM DURING THE REFINING 
PROCESS.

USING AMERICAN-MADE PROPANE AUTOGAS HELPS THE NATION’S ENERGY SECURITY 
GOALS AND REDUCES THE NATION’S DEPENDENCE ON IMPORTED OIL.



• More than 27 million vehicles travel worldwide with 
propane autogas in their fuel tank. This includes 
shuttles, school buses, taxis, delivery vans, construction 
trucks, paratransit vehicles and more.

• There are thousands of propane autogas fueling 
stations in the United States, with stations in every state.

• Many fleet managers elect to install on-site refueling 
infrastructure, eliminating trips to off-site locations.

• Propane autogas fueling infrastructure costs less than 
any other transportation energy source, conventional 
or alternative.



DUTY CYCLE SIMPLICITY





MATERIAL COST OF BASIC 
PM
• Ford 6.8L V10 Propane

$70.94

• Cummins ISB 6.7L Diesel

$277.15





FULL ENGINE REPLACEMENT
• Ford 6.8L V10

Engine $7,194.85 Core $900.00 Total $8,094.85

• Cummins ISB 6.7L

Engine $18,521.98 Core $400.00 Total $18,921.98



FINANCIAL BENEFITS



SCHOOL DISTRICTS ARE SEEING SAVINGS UP TO 37 
CENTS PER MILES BY OPERATING PROPANE BUSES

MORE THAN 850 SCHOOL DISTRICTS ACROSS THE 
NATION ARE SAVING ON AVERAGE, $3,000 PER 
BUS EACH YEAR ON FUEL AND MAINTENANCE 
COSTS

FOR FUELING, MOST SCHOOL DISTRICTS WORK 
WITH A LOCAL PROPANE PROVIDER TO INSTALL A 
PROPANE FUELING STATION ON-SITE, OFTEN AT 
LOW- OR NO-COST WITH A FUEL CONTRACT.







CUSTOMER REPORTED
Spending $0.77 per mile on diesel buses and $0.43 per mile on 
propane

That is a savings of $0.34 per mile

Which means:

If you drive 12,000 miles per year and operate for 15 years…

1 bus saves $4,080 in 1 year

1 bus saves $61,200 in its lifetime



TAX CREDITS

• Alternative Fuel Tax Credit

• Alternative Fuel Vehicle Refueling Property Credit

Consult Your Tax Professional



ENVIRONMENTAL 
RESPONSIBILITY



ENVIRONMENTAL
When compared to conventional diesel, school buses fueled by 
propane autogas emit less greenhouse gases, reduce total 
hydrocarbons emissions by more than 80% and virtually eliminate 
particulate matter.

Another safety feature is the quieter operation. At idle, certain 
brands of propane buses are 11 decibels quieter than diesel. 
These reduced noise levels allow drivers and passengers to better 
control the environment inside the buses.







GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY STUDY

Diesel emissions from school buses expose children to high levels 
of air pollution; retrofitting bus engines can substantially reduce 
this exposure. Using variation from 2656 retrofits across Georgia, 
we estimate effects of emissions reductions on district-level health 
and academic achievement. We demonstrate positive effects 
on respiratory health, measured by a statewide test of aerobic 
capacity. We also find that retrofitting districts experience 
significant test score gains in English and smaller gains in math. 
Our results suggest that engine retrofits can have meaningful and 
cost-effective impacts on health and cognitive functioning.



PROPANE REFUELING
Propane is non-toxic so it is exempt from costly underground 
monitoring systems the epa requires on gasoline and diesel 
stations. 

Secured connection, no spillage

No diesel residual on pump handle or on the ground

Non-carcinogenic

In case of release, propane dissipates into the atmosphere



QUESTIONS?
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